Reading and Writing 1

INTERLINK Language Center

Valparaiso University

Fall I 2011
Instructor: 

Jen A. Hernandez

Office: 

Heidbrink 111
Office Hours: 

By appointment
Email: 


jen.hernandez@interlink.edu 

Class Time:

Monday-Friday; 8:20-10:00 a.m.

Class Location: 
Hiedbrink 106
Course Objectives:

To complete this level, you must demonstrate your ability to 

· understand passages and stories written in simple English 
· write a paragraph using simple but acceptable sentences (in class)
Core Projects:

The three RW Core Projects are designed to help you achieve the objectives above.  Although some of the projects have “end products” such as a presentation or the final draft of a paper, these are only a small part of the project.  Your grades will reflect the quality of your work throughout the entire project.  

Reading Project

Students should spend 2-3 hours reading outside of class each day.  In RW 1, students will read English stories to improve comprehension and vocabulary. Students will practice retelling and summarizing stories, and look for context clues. RW 1 students will analyze characters, setting, and story-line.  

Writing Project


The writing project focuses on formal writing skills. In RW 1, students will write complete sentences and develop ideas into paragraphs. Students will write paragraphs and focus on the writing process.   

Journal Project


This project provides an opportunity for daily writing.  The emphasis is on expressing ideas and feelings and developing fluency and ease in writing, rather than grammatical accuracy or structure and organization.  In RW 1, students will write in their journals on a daily basis.  
Required Texts/Materials:

True Stories in the News, third edition
Oxford Picture Dictionary, second edition
Picture This! 1
Two notebooks – one with regular size paper

News for You (Bring $5 to class)
Grading Policy: 
Reading Benchmark







0% or 35%

Writing Benchmark







0% or 35%

Academic Performance







0-30%

A student who meets both benchmarks has a grade of at least 70% (C-) and is deemed ready for work at the next level. Academic performance includes such factors as proficiency, diligence, progress, quality of assignments and participation, academic skills and readiness. 

You will have homework every day. 
“A” students greatly exceed the benchmarks and actively participate in class, and they complete their homework on time. “A” students also show marked improvement by the end of the term.

“B” students exceed the benchmarks and put forth good effort both in class and in their assignments. They complete homework on time and generally produce above average work. 
“C” students meet the benchmarks and do what is expected of them but no more. Their work is average and they do no more than the minimum to pass the class without any extra effort. 

“R” students receive a total score of less than 70% and are required to repeat the class.  

“F” students have not made progress because of lack of effort or have excessive absences and are placed on probation.  They must continue in the same level and display improved behavior to continue in the program.  
The grading scale in the chart below shows conversion of number to letter grades. 

	70%-72% = C-
	73%-76% = C
	77%-79% = C+

	80%-82% = B-
	83%-86% = B
	87%-89% = B+

	90%-92% = A-
	93%-100% = A


A=Excellent, B=Very good, C=Average, R=Repeat, F=Fail. Grades lower than 70% = R and the student must repeat the class. 

For some assignments and classroom activities, your teacher may use a check system:

	√+
	This is a strong area.   You have done well on this assignment.  Keep up the good work.

	√
	This is OK.  There are some things you could improve on, but overall you did OK.  This is an average score.

	√-
	This is a weak area.   You must work much harder.


Attendance & Food Policy
Students who arrive to class late, or are late returning from break, or leave class early, will me marked “tardy.” If a student is tardy three times, it will be one absence. If a student misses more than 30 minutes of a class, it is one absence.

If you have five or more absences, you may fail the class!

Only water, coffee, or tea is allowed in class. Please do not bring food unless given permission by the instructor. 
